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MS EMILY CHOIL

M Emily Choi was a new member to the St Stephen’s College family last year.
Teaching both Biology and Integrated Science, she first developed interest in this
field during her final year in university. “I became a voluntary teacher under the
HKUST Connect Program. That was my first exposure to teaching and I abso-
lutely loved it. Since then I taught in a few schools, including one for ethnic M
minorities.” stated Ms Choi.

When asked why she decided to teach at St Stephen’s, Ms Choi spoke ‘ ! _
greatly of the campus, and even said it was “the most beautiful secondar i |
school campus in Hong Kong”” She continued to compliment our staffs 5 |
and students, “I think the students here are very friendly and they
have been extremely kind to me. The teachers here cannot be more
helpful. I once got lost in the campus and a teacher was kind enough
to lead me around. I can always count on someone to help me when
I am baftled” However, when asked regarding the classroom behavior
of our students, she pointed out sternly at the lack of responsibility A
amongst some of her students and showed strong stands at the :
fact that being irresponsible is an unacceptable behavior in
her opinion.

forced by my
mother to learn
it. She added

D uring her free time off cam-

pus, Ms Choi enjoys playing jokingly that she
the piano and cooking. “There really enjoyed it now
are no fixed rules in cooking. though her fingers

I like how delicious food can
be made out of ordinary
ingredients. It is like a new,
fresh exploration every
time.” said Ms Choi in

the interview, “As for
playing the piano, I

was actually

were quite short.

M Choi was quite the good
student during her school years.
She was a prefect and member of the
Student Association, not to mention
having quite a lot of experiences organizing
various school activities. Ms Choi showed great
gratitude towards her secondary education
saying, “My secondary school offered me a lot
of opportunities to be a leader, therefore I am
really grateful,” She then encouraged students
to step out of their comfort-zones and try new
things. “Immerse yourself into the school life
and seize the opportunities to take part in ECAs.
You are very fortunate as this school has a lot of
resources to provide you with a wide range of
activities. Not many schools can do this for

their students” ““9’(



M S HaCker is a passionate hew member in the St Stephen’s family. She was

touched by Mr Barham and Ms Yang’s positive attitudes and enthusiasm about their hew (B
program, and became excited for being part of this ideological and pedagogical cultural shift at
St Stephen’s. She now teaches economics and business studies in the [B program.

Chasing the Yangtze River 1 With St Stephen’s

digging a hole to China

Naughty Girl Becoming A

“Stay true to yourself and
explore the world around
you and what you are

“If my past high school teachers realized good at and love doing.
that I have become a teacher, they would probably
be shocked,”

have troubles sitting still /

“St Stephen’s students seem to like tests and
assignments. Can this be true?”
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SINIKKA

“Ever since I knew what an exchange was, I
have always wanted to do it. I want to explore
and see more of the world,” said Sinikka
Wasland Gjems, our exchange student last
year who came all the way from Norway,
revealing her aspiration of traveling around
the world and broadening her horizon.
Seeking to explore a different culture more
authentically, she decided to join a student
exchange program which requires her to live
with a local family and attend a local school

Sinikka with her nice classmates from 4L/4Y

in Hong Kong for an entire year.
Though being thousand miles away from
home makes her downhearted occasionally,
Sinikka still finds this rare experience very
fulfilling and utterly incredible. “Being an
exchange student is amazing. You are able
to have a conversation in a different
language, have good time with new
friends you have made and visit some
really nice places.”

She went on several trips during her year in Hong Kong.
This is Sinikka in China with her host family.

Even so, she asserted that there are times
when she couldn’t fully comprehend certain
elements of our local culture and ended up
being struck by cultural shock.

To Sinikka, the overall lifestyle in Hong Kong
varies greatly from that of her homeland.
Born and raised in Norway, she was used

to an easeful, more unrestrained lifestyle.
“Everything in Norway is very relaxed
compared to Hong Kong. Most people are
spontaneous and don’t plan everything they
do from day-to-day. School is also easier

and freer. We have less homework and can
spend more time with friends or family”
Accustomed to such way of living, Sinikka
considers life in Hong Kong rather hectic and
a bit too organized.

This is some exchange students and Sinikka on a trip in Beijing.




When Sinikka had her birthday, her class-
mates threw her a surprise party.

Despite the apparent dissimilarities
between the two cultures, Sinikka

has never failed to bond greatly with the
people in Hong Kong. Having spent so much
time here, she has established intimate
relationships with her fellow classmates and
host family, creating for herself a myriad

of unforgettable and delightful memories

of her stay here. One of which she found
most memorable is the F4 inter-class

singing contest held in May. “I found it very
interesting and different. I was happy that
the classes worked so hard and cooperated so
well on this. It was also fun to do something
as a class together and see that it improved
our class spirit.”

Sinikka further expressed her gratitude
towards all our students who have not once
made her feel unwelcomed. As an unfamiliar
foreign student on the campus, she is

Sinikka with her friends from school in Ocean Park

Sinikka with the girls from school

overjoyed by how friendly everyone has been
to her. Still, she would like to encourage us to
gear up the courage and try talking to future
exchange students more often. “Although it
may seem scary to speak with a foreigner, the
exchange student will actually be very happy
and feel welcomed if you talk to them. Just a
simple hello will do”

Over the past few months, this exchange
program has been a life-altering and
overarching adventure for Sinikka. Not only
has it provided her with a comprehensive
insight into a profoundly distinct culture,

it has also managed to propel her towards
becoming a bolder, wiser individual. “I had
to face a lot of new things and problems this
year on my own. It has given me a broader
perspective on the world as I try to live in a
different culture. I am also able to put myself
more out there when making new friends,
trying to learn a new language or just trying
to do something I have never done before.”
Through this program, Sinikka has certainly
obtained a multitude of life experiences,

wonderful memories and valuable lessons. ff@



MY ENGAGEMENT AT
PRESENT TIME

My lifestyle changes drastically
after retirement but I have been
kept equally busy. Like most
retirees, I explore a number of in-
terests, eager to discover if I have
any “hidden talents”, before it is
too late! I started to learn Chinese
painting, singing, Praise Dance
and macramé, which did enthrall
me in varying degrees.

I also sit on a number of com-
mittees, including the manage-
ment committees of several education institutes, ranging from kindergarten, primary, secondary
to university levels. What impresses most as a volunteer worker is perhaps visiting prison inmates,
and assisting one who tries to pursue a doctoral degree under confinement. While initially think-
ing that I am “giving” away my time and energy to serve others, I find to my amazement that I am,
in fact, “receiving” a form of fulfillment by giving hope to those who live in despair. This is perhaps
one of the greatest paradox of life!

MY MOST MEMORABLE EXPERIENCES AT ST STEPHEN'S

I certainly feel proud and honoured to have been a principal of at St Stephen’s, originally a boys
private boarding school. It is a double privilege to be the first woman principal of the school and to
lead it at a challenging time in history when the school converted from a government subsidized
school to a direct subsidy school in 2008.

The challenge to turn DSS was more than a change in the mode of government subsidy. It involved
changes in personnel management and curriculum. I am especially pleased to introduce five val-
ue-added features to our school-based curriculum, including mandatory boarding, creativity, and
mentoring programmes, on top of a number of other reforms in learning.

Another area that is very memorable to me is to establish the Heritage Trail in 2008 and the Heri-
tage Gallery in 2011 to highlight the school’s architectural beauty, WWII Internment Camp history
and Eton-like traditions. I am glad that the training of docents associated with these heritage proj-
ects has heightened students’ learning experiences and their pride in the school’s unique history.

A third memorable moment is to witness Eric Fong attaining 10 straight “A”s in the HKCEE
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in 2009, a first in our school history. Eric ‘

also testifies that an all-round student at St
Stephen’s can also excel in music and be an
excellent model to fellow students in charac-
ter and inter-personal relationships.

On a more personal note, I am happy to
have taken part in the school’s cross-country
competition when I returned as a principal
in 2004, and before I retired in 2011. This
competition is of special value to the school
as it is the only school in Hong Kong which can
hold a cross-country competition on campus.
Although I lacked practice and felt exhausted
on my second attempt, it was exhilarating to
support the school’s emphasis on all-round
development in person.

MY MESSAGE TO TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

First, I would love to share with teachers these
fine quotations on teaching:

“The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher
explains. The superior teacher demonstrates.
The great teacher inspires”

- William Arthur Ward

“A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell
where his influence stops.”
- Henry Adams

I always feel very rewarding when students
remind me of what I have taught them, both
trivial and profound, when I have long forgot-
ten what I have said or done!

For students, I would like to encourage you

UISE LAW
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with these quotations on curiosity and perse-

verance:

“Life is an adventure of passion, risk, danger,
laughter, beauty, love; a burning curiosity to go
with the action to see what it is all about, to go
search for a pattern of meaning, to burn one’s
bridges because you’re never going to go back
anyway, and to live to the end”

- Saul Alinsky

“If you wish to succeed in life, make persever-
ance your bosom friend, experience your wise
counselor, caution your elder brother, and hope
your guardian genius.’

- Joseph Addison

I do believe that when you are equipped with
these two most powerful keys to learning — be
curious of the things to be learned and around
you, and persevere to the end despite present
difficulties, you can never lose in life!

In closing, I would like to I wish you, both
teachers and students, continuing success in all
your endeavours!




Message From
Mr Derek Too

How time flies. I have now been retired for
11 years and yet it only seems like yesterday
that I left St Stephen’s College. Upon retire-
ment, Ms Maggie Chau, the Deputy Princi-
pal, gave me a refrigerator magnet which says:

“Retirement is when you stop living at work and
start working at living”.

How true this is. At St Stephen’s I was literally living
at my work on the school campus day and night.
Even now I find it difficult not to think about work
and often feel uneasy when I am not working.

Since retiring I have had the opportunity to trav-
el to various parts of the world with Mrs Too.
We have a home in England, but we live mainly

in Hong Kong. I am still a director of another
school and spend time helping at St John’s Ca-
thedral. We have three daughters, two live and
work in London, and the other lives here in
Hong Kong together with our granddaughter.

I still miss the school and its beautiful
and peaceful campus; it is so differ-
ent from any other in Hong Kong.
Life at St Stephen’s was always busy;,
but the 100th Anniversary year was
the busiest and most challenging. It
was a period when the whole school;
students, alumni, council members, par-
ents, and all staff and teachers worked
gether with a common purpose and



spirit. It was a year of non-stop celebratory ac-
tivity that was rewarding and very memorable.

You, our students, are fortunate to belong to an
outstanding Christian school with outstanding
facilities. The school gives you the opportunity
to find out what you are good at and to use your
talents and abilities to the full. Do not waste
your time; be willing to take responsibility and
to serve your school and society. Most of all, be
proud to be a member of St Stephen’s College.
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“Every child has the right to dream,” proclaims tennis star Novak Djokovic in an ad for the World Bank, and
the audience nods in agreement, thinking of the opportunities they have had, that their children are having
and their grandchildren will have. They are content with the world, grounded in their belief that every child
has the right to dream and every child is able to bring these dreams to fruition.

Now imagine thin, starved bodies stripped to flesh and bone, molested by flies in crumbling slums. Dry,
cracked lips seared by the scorching sun. This is no place for dreams. This is a place where the hopeful seed of
dream and desire struggles to burst free from the parched soil, to survive under the unforgiving sun. It is no
place for children, sucking from them their childhood and inflating them with mocking despair. Every child
has a right to optimism, to dreams, but what of their dreams?

In developing countries, 6, 300, 000 children die before the age of 5. 70 million girls are forced to marry
strangers twice their age. 218 million children toil and labour every day instead of going to school. For them,
there is no hope in the word ‘tomorrow’. There are only unfilled stomachs and unfulfilled dreams. For them,
tomorrow may not even exist. To fathom their ordeal may seem impossible, but empathy and inaction are not
solutions to issues of injustice and inequality.

Since the early 20th century, UNICEF has been dedicated to eradicating social injustice and inequality by
enabling every child to enjoy the same rights and opportunities regardless of background or social status,
and protects the rights of every child by first providing for their basic physiological needs, then encouraging
their psychological development by giving disadvantaged children a chance to receive education. Through
proactively taking action, UNICEF has saved over 90 million children and inspired and empowered countless
more. The guiding principles behind UNICEF’s work are the four basic child rights established in the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child(UNCRC)- the right to survival, the right to development, the
right to protection and the right to participation. These form the basis of UNICEF’s work- every immuni-
sation vaccine injected, every textbook donated and every well built is built upon the belief that all children
deserve to enjoy a safe, healthy and happy childhood where they are able to recognise and develop their
potential and fulfil their dreams.

It may seem like a daunting task, an impossible feat, even, to assist all children in realising their dreams and
achieving their goals. After all, the road from malnourishment, starvation and near death to fulfilment and
success is not an easy road to travel. Be that as it may, with our support, they can dare to dream. Yusra Mar-
dini, a 17-year old competitive swimmer, fled her home in Syria due to the ongoing civil war. She now trains
with the German team and has improved quickly, impressing many. Despite her refugee status, she is a hope-
tul for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. Her dreams of joining the Olympics would not have been made possible
without the support offered by the international community and various sports organisations and federations.
The impact we, as members of the developed world, have on the rest of the world is not to be underestimated.

Children are children, no matter where they are in the world, and all should be given the chance to bring their
dreams to fruition. Every child has the right to dream. Through taking action, educating and inspiring, we
have the power to change the world.

Join UNICEF on their mission to make the world a better place for children by participating in one of their
teen programmes- UNICEF Young Envoys, UNICEF Club, Make A Video and Voices of Youth. If you're inter-
ested in learning more about UNICEF and what they do, please feel free to approach the SSC UNICEF Club.
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Working/ExperienceliniJapan

It has been 10 years since I graduated from

St Stephen’s. Looking back now, things have
changed so much, so much that I never could have
imagined. There was no centenary building in the
campus back then. When we needed to contact

our classmates, we had to make a call or use a
computer, because there were no smartphones with
all those messaging apps. Have you ever imagined
what you will be like after the next 10 years? I
would like to share with you my story.

After graduating from SSC, I got into the
Department of Japanese Studies in the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. During my second year
in college, I spent a year in Japan as an exchange
student. It was a turning point in my life which has
affected me in so many aspects. After getting my
bachelor’s degree, I was lucky enough to be chosen
¥ by the Consulate-General of Japan in Hong Kong,
and received a 3-year scholarship which covered
my tuition fees as well as my living expenses for

a postgraduate program in Japan. I went back to
Japan in 2010, started a Sociolinguistics research
about the Kansai dialect, and got my master’s
degree in 2013. At the age of 25, I decided that I

needed some experience outside school, so I left
the graduate school and started my career as a
marketing strategic planner in a global advertising
agency in Tokyo. Now I work with many domestic
and international brands, helping them with their
marketing or promotional strategies.

Now when I look back, although there were many
tough times, the past 10 years have been full of fun
memories. These were all unimaginable when I was
studying at St Stephen’s.

10 years after high school, when we are in our

20s, we all need to make many important and
life-changing decisions. Until high school, the

way has more or less been paved by society, our
community and our parents. You might need to
choose what to do for extra-curricular activities,

or which school to go to, but that is it. After high
school, it is a different story. Everyone starts to
walk his or her own path. You will no longer stay in
a classroom with the same group of people doing
the same thing every day. It is the start of your

own adventure, in which you are given choices and
opportunities to write your own very extraordinary
story of your life.




Ask yourself these questions: After high school,
will you go to college? If you will, what are you
going to study? Why? What are you going to do
after college? What is your life goal? What do you
plan to do to achieve the goal? These are some
very difficult but important questions one must
constantly ask himself. Many high school students
see going to college as their goal. It's certainly no

mistake, but going to college is just a stepping stone

between you and your goal. Most people, who are
considered successful in their life, are clear about
what they want to do. They know how to invest
and allocate their time. People who do not have

a direction tend to follow what society or people
around them tell them to do. They usually end
up achieving nothing, because they are not doing

something they really enjoy.

Some people may say it is difficult to find a
direction, or a dream. I agree. At the age of 17 (or
below), it is difficult to make a plan or have a clear
vision for our future, because the information

or knowledge we have is limited. In fact, when

I graduated from St. Stephen’s, I did not have a
direction or dream at all. But it is important to
TRY to explore different possibilities and find one.
Think about what we like and what we do not like.
Talk to different people. Make new friends. Try
new things. Just keep your eyes open to the world
and gradually you will see a direction. Once you

know what you want in your life, what you need to
do is to plan the next step, and work on it.

Always have a clear vision, and be open to new
things - this is what I have kept in mind for the
past 10 years. I believe it has brought me my life,
which I enjoy living, and it also makes me excited
about what is going to come in the times ahead.

I wish that all of you would also find your own
dream, and have a fun and fruitful 20s.
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y Movie Review

M E MA E N T O

Nominated for Best Film Editing and Best Original Screenplay, the 2000 American neo-noir thriller
Memento is honestly an incredible piece of art and the talk of a decade.

Memento chronicles the story of Leonard Shelby, a former insurance investigator who suffers from a
condition that keeps people from creating new memories. This mental trauma is caused by a sudden strike
on his head during his confrontation with two men who raped and allegedly murdered his wife. Unable to
remember recent events but determined to take revenge, Leonard jogs down notes, tattoos clues on his body
and takes Polaroid photographs of people and places to aid his investigation. He plans to seek out and kill the
murderer. However, as the story continues, it takes an unforeseeable turn and the truth slowly unfolds.

The non-linear narrative structure is what sets this incredible masterpiece apart from other thrillers.

To simulate the mental state of Leonard, Memento alternates between black-and-white sequences shown
chronologically and color sequences shown in reverse order. Such peculiar structure puts the audience right
into Leonard’s shoes and enables them to experience the confusion, rage and paranoia he undergoes in his
abnormal condition. Puzzled and fragmented like Leonard, the audience does not have a clue to what has
really happened and whom to trust.

Such use of the contorted narrative structure also provides the audience with a tantalizing experience of
trying to figure out the truth. To truly understand what is going on, the audience must engage themselves
fully in the story and tag along. You cannot afford to leave your screen for just a second as you may possibly
miss a vital clue to the ultimate puzzle.

Adding to the intricate narrative is the extremely intriguing plot. Just when every piece of the puzzle seems to
have fallen into place, the story takes an abrupt, unexpected twist as the two timelines converge near the end.
The audience is utterly flummoxed by the truth and remains shell-shocked long after the film has ended.

Apart from its distinct structure and impressive plot, this film explores the darkness within human nature
and vividly brings out the wickedness that is in all of us. Its unforeseeable ending shows us how selfish and
malicious we can be when possessed by hatred or desire of vengeance. It shows that we humans often select
fragments of information to support our version of “the truth” rather than accept the genuine reality and let

go. ’
\




Movie Review

Whether you are curious about the lives of public
figures before they become famous or are just in need
of some motivation to keep going, there are countless
cinematic biographies out there to suit your purpose.
For sure, the 2006 American drama film “The Pursuit of
Happyness’ is one you should not miss.

This film is based on the true story of a well-known
American entrepreneur Chris Gardner. Chris is
originally a salesman who invests all his life savings

in portable bone-density scanners in the hope of
making a fortune. Lamentably, this investment ends

in failure, financially breaking his family and causing
his wife Linda to leave him for good. Driven by his
financial instability and desire to provide his son
Christopher with a better life, Chris sets out to fight for
a stockbroker internship without pay at Dean Witter
Reynolds, a company that can offer a much more
promising and stable career for him. Even though Chris
officially becomes a trainee, he remains homeless as the
internship is absolutely unpaid for six months. Despite
his impoverishment, Chris still manages to take great
care of his beloved son and perform exceptionally well
at work. Eventually, his hard work and dedication pays
off and he, among the twenty interns, earns the full-
time broker position.

Unlike many other films, The Pursuit of Happyness
doesn’t depict a cliché tale of some rags-to-riches
millionaire. Instead, it tells an inspiring story of
how a poverty-stricken man is able to climb from
the bottom to the very top. With dreams as big
as the sky, Chris Gardner never lets his privation
pull him down, does his best at everything with an
all-or-nothing mentality and eventually succeeds
in turning his life around. Gardner’s remarkable
transformation from a homeless man to a millionaire
precisely shows the viewers that the keys to ultimate
success are indeed self-belief, persistence and

;“ '( hard work.
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The Pursuit of Happyness also tells a heartwarming
story of selfless family love. In this film, the largest
motivation that has Gardner going is held within his
desire to take good care of his son. Christopher, on
the other hand, shows understanding of his father’s
struggles even through a whirlwind of disasters

no child should ever face. Such strong father-and-
son relationship reveals that unbroken, inimitable
family bonds can be built through love and trust,
regardless of the circumstances and environments.
No matter how difficult it is to find a way out of your
predicament, true family always stands by your side
to support you and get you through hard times.



O-LETTER PUZZLES

Use the 9 letters from the puzzle to form all possible English words you can think of.
The words formed should contain at least 4 letters, including the letter at the centre.
The 9 letters can be arranged to attain one particular word.

Answers of the 9-letter word is at the bottom of the page!
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You know the rules! Just go for it!!!
Won't show you the answers, ha.
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WORD PUZZLE

Words can be found in the movie reviews: The Pursuit of Happyness and Memento.
Answers aregafithe n€xt page.

Across

3. To confuse someone so much that they do not know what to do (v.)

4. To state that something bad is a fact without giving proof (adv.)

5. A fight or argument (n.)

8. A lack of the basic things that are necessary for an acceptable standard of living (n.)

10. Regrettable (adj.)

11. Action against someone to punish that person for having hurt you (n.)

12. Causing excitement, interest, and desire (adj.)

13. Intending to cause harm, esp. By hurting someone’ feelings or reputation (adj.)

14. The activity of giving a lot of your energy and time to something you think is important

(n.)

Down

1. Willingness to do something, or something that causes such willingness (n.)

2. Unusual and strange (adj.)

6. Extremely poor (adj.)

7. A storm with strong winds that move in a circle (n.)

9. Impossible to copy because of being of very high quality or a particular style (adj.)
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