


























































InCy WinCy SpiDEr
Dororthy Wong, Teresa Chow, 

Abbie Wong, Kay Wong, 
Jana Lam & Choi Yan Yin

How ARe sPIdeRs DifFEreNt FroM InSecTs? 
Spiders and insects both belong to a phylum called Arthropods and they have segmented bodies. However, 
the bodies of insects are divided into three segments -- the head, thorax, and abdomen; whereas the bodies 
of spiders are only divided into two segments -- the head and the thorax. Moreover, insects have six legs, 
while spiders have eight legs. Insects only have 2 compound eyes, but spiders have 8 eyes! Try observing 
the Arthropods around you and determine whether they are insects, or spiders.

WhaT Are ThE MosT coMmON waYs To tELl WhiCh GroUP a sPIdeR bELonGs To?
We can tell which group a spider belongs to according to two key features -- their webs and the arrangement 
of their eyes. The most common types of spiders we see in Hong Kong are Garden Orb Weavers, Tangle 
Web Spiders, Crab Spiders, and Jumping Spiders. Garden Orb Weavers usually weave round and 2D spider 
webs, while Tangle Web Spiders weave spherical or 3D webs. Most Crab Spiders and Jumping Spiders 
do not have webs. Other than webs, a significant feature to identify which group a spider belongs to is the 
arrangement of their eyes. The following diagram shows the positions of their eyes:

Between June and September 2021, our team participated in 4 spider surveys, organised by OWLHK. We hiked 
along the Leaping Dragon Trail at Cape Collinson with some university students, surveying the numbers of spiders 
appearing in different locations at different times. Throughout the process, we learned about the characteristics and 
living habits of spiders. We noticed a lot more spiders than we usually do as we were actively looking for them, rather 
than simply just hiking in the countryside. What’s more, some of us were afraid of spiders before this survey, but we 
have learnt not to fear them anymore, for we saw their adorable and intriguing sides. We even shouted in excitement 
when we discovered one hiding under a leaf. Conducting this spider survey certainly broadened our horizons, and 
we would like to share all of our discoveries with you! 

The mention of spiders may be intimidating, but they are not 
as frightening as you think. They are fascinating creatures 
with delicate body structures and incredible survival skills. 

Garden Orb Weavers
4 bigger central eyes and 
4 smaller ones at the sides

Crab Weavers
2 very big eyes surrounded 
by 6 smaller ones 

Tangle Orb Weavers
The eyes are similar in 
size and are closer at the 
sides

Jumping Spiders
4 big eyes in the front and 
smaller ones at the back. 
They  have very  good 
eyesight in order to adapt 
to their habitats. 
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This is Araneus mitificus. The pattern on 
its exoskeleton resembles the man on 
the logo of the chips brand: Pringles.  

This spider is from the genus Cyclosa. It 
likes to put some dust or soil on its web 
to camouflage it from its predators. 

This spider is from the genus Neoscona. 
We found this spider on almost every plant 
we saw on the hiking trail. They eat insects. 

This is Nephila pilipes. The females are 4-10 
times larger than their male counterparts. 
They can weave very large spider webs with 
diameters as wide as 1.5m.  

Our team is extremely grateful to have had the opportunity to learn more about spiders, but we have barely 
scratched the surface. There is so much more about spiders that we haven’t delved into yet. Our school’s theme 
this year is courage. We strongly encourage all of you to step out of your comfort zones and take a closer look at 
spiders, or even other amazing creatures! You will surely be astonished to discover that spiders are an ubiquitous 
presence in Hong Kong and inside our school campus! 

Can SpiDErS fLy ThRoUgH tHe Air? 

No, spiders cannot fly through the air, but they can move in the air by ballooning! Whenever they feel 
threatened or want to travel somewhere else, they raise their abdomens, extrude silk strands, and ‘float’ away 
with the help of the wind. 

WheRE do WE seE sPidERs? 

Spiders are most likely found on the bottom of leaves, on tree branches, inside bushes, under rocks, and near 
water sources. Some are also found in the four corners of fences and handrails. If you see a spider, don’t be afraid. 
Most of them are harmless. Try to identify which group they belong to without disturbing them, and watch them 
float through the air! 

The MOsT exTrAoRdINarY sPidERs We sAW 
We saw many different spiders, but these four species were the most remarkable and shareworthy. We hope 
you also find them interesting!
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